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ABSTRACT

The background of this research was from the outicryecent years among the parents, teachers dm ot
stakeholders concerning high school students engdgto sinful acts of lawlessness. These haveadedtopping out of
school, poor performance due to wastage of timdy gaegnancies among other outcomes. Some aclawdéssness
observed are burning of building, vehicles, beatmwpcent people, and other destructive activifidse survey identifies
identify the effect of Biblical strategies in minimmg lawlessness among students in selected sacpsdhools in Kiharu
division in Murang’a County ,Kenya.lt was guided Bfienomenology of Religion models of Lenski (1968)d Glock
(1959). The target population comprise of depuipgipals and teachers who were in direct contath wiudents. Data
was collected using questionnaires, interview galid@d document analysis and analyzed using 8tatipickage for the
social sciences (SPSS Version 21.0) and descripaivatives. Standard research ethics were obsémeadling the six
basic principles of ethical practice. The key resedindings indicated that most schools have b#lprogrammes and
activities such as; Christian union, catholic acti€hristian rallies, invitation of guest preacharsl morning/evening
prayers. In these schools, they observed few italisaf lawlessness. The participants were abldentify students who
involve themselves, participate or are membersaobus biblical programmes in the school they alksserved that those
students who participate in biblical programmesmnid engage themselves into lawlessness. Howevee thdio are
ringleaders in acts of lawlessness have been itediGes lacking spiritual moral concepts which tei@d character. Finally
according to the findings high percentage of thdigpants strongly agreed that biblical strategses the solution to
minimizing lawlessness. The conclusion was thati@&b orthodoxy results in orthopraxy. Discussiarsd implications
were formulated using results of research findirigge recommendations on how the research findiagsbe used by
various stakeholders like school administratiorD & and the P.T.A, the Ministry of Education, tipo8sors and others,
were arrived at according to the objectives of shedy. Finally, further research was recommendefuiare for the
purpose of filling the gaps.

KEYWORDS: Orthodoxy, Orthopraxy, Biblical Strategies, Lawlesss, Moral Concepts
INTRODUCTION

Students in many schools in Kiharu have engagethsblves in acts of lawlessness in recent years. The
researcher conducted a survey in selected secoadaopls to find out the main indicators of lawhesss, their effects on
students themselves, their guardians teachers awibieg stake holders. The study also assessedniheci of Biblical

strategies in minimizing the acts of lawlessnessragrstudents in Kiharu Division, Murang’a County.
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The law exists to protect the majority of the peopi the society from the unfair acts of lawlessnet the
minority. However the law needs to be checked gthted to make sure that it is fair. Sometimes leepptest against

unfair law. This may mean breaking the old (unfkry to put pressure on society to change it (Geldal999 pg 132)

When dealing with lawlessness, Biblical strategies useful because they make people realize thehay are

doing to themselves and others.

Operational Definitions of Key Terms
Doctrinal orthodoxy: an agreement with the certhediefs set forth by that denomination.
Devotionalism: a sense of personal contact with God.

School Administrators: Those who are in chargeuniing the school namely; the principal, the P.TB\O.G.

and the Sponsors.
Management: The process of formulating policies and strivingehact them through other people.

Experiential dimension: A feeling of having commdneith God, an experience one believes to have laeen

revelation from God, or a powerful experience tt@ivinces one of his or her salvation
Belief dimension: The degree to which the person agrees with thefbelf the group.

Lawlessness: The tendency of not abiding by, or adhering ttain rules or norms of social life. It also means

the inability of an individual to have self-restraand to behave a practice in a strict, contratheshner.
Biblical and Theological Foundations

According to Ray S Anderson, (2000 pp.369) the iB#blrevelation does not work with a concept ofunal law,
that is, of an order immanent in natural processgmble of being brought to its self expressioreréhs an order of
creation (Ordo creationis) but that is not disdalmby observing the creation (Cursus naturae)hlyt by observing the
creation of God that is shadowed forth in the divilwv promulgated in the Old Testament. The revele of God is set
over against the lawlessness of the world andvisaled mainly in its negative acts upon disorded of restrained upon
lawlessness. It is through the judgment of disorthat order is maintained and laws are formed tdenli#e in the
disordered world possible at all. But the ultimfatection of that law is to point beyond itself teetnew law, the new order
of the new covenant, under the old covenant therg avdivine form of administration given in the lafMoses; but that

points ahead to the new covenant when the covéMdindf God will bring and manifest a new form odministration.

This will be inserted into the world and writtertdnts inner being, the new law to be inscribed ruplee heart

through the spirit as such it is a new order tloaes from without and is planted within.

In Exodus 20:12, “Honour your father and mothett y@ur days may be long in the land which the Lypodr
God gives you.” This is the"scommandment of God that actually requires peopesdience to the parents. Parents
bring up their children with moral uprightness dedd them to following God’s laws who is their d@aThis is the only
law which, if followed, is accompanied by a rewavlich is in fact long life here on earth. High sohstudents have
parents back at home and at school teachers anthiattation are actually their surrogate parentiew reminded of
what they have already brought up with through iBédlprogrammes and activities, students are likelturn away from

acts of lawlessness and become stewards of Goeldi@n, ambassadors of peace and role model ofierdas far as

Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 — Articles can be semd editor.bestjournals@gmail.com




Does Biblical Orthodoxy Result in Orthopraxy? A Ca of Selected Public Secondary 89
Schools in Kiharu Division in Murang’a County, Kenya

school rules are concerned and thereby minimizamddssness in their schools.

In Ephesians 6:1-4 “Children it is your Christiantylto obey your parents for this is the right thio do. Respect
your father and mother is the first commandment tlasg a promise added. So that all may be well yothand you may
have a long time in the land. Parents do not yeat children in such a way as to make them arigstead raise them

with Christian discipline and instructions.”

Barton and Muddiman (2008 PP.1177) observed ttatotiligation of obedience to the parents was a lwide
recognized virtue in the world of the time. But egé is qualified by an ‘in the lord’. They alsmdicate that when
children are being addressed directly proves they fire regarded as responsible members of thes libusches where
such letters would be read out.

Barton and Muddiman also noted that in contrastathgce to fathers is left stark (Ephesians 6:4imag is fairly
conventional. Only the father is addressed; theerPdamilies had sole legal authority over his dieh and primary
responsibility for their paideia (training or diglihe) and instructions; at the same time it wa®gaized that some power
unwisely handled could easily provoke or goad ysathd young men to a resentment which was desteuctinouse hold
order and family. Again the christian qualificatiosr added, the training and instruction of the Loffduddiman and
Barton, 2008 PP. 1177)

2" Kings 2:23-24 is a good example of an act of lastess among children. Prophet Elisha went upetheB
and while he was going up on the way, forty-two kinays came out of the city and jeered at him,rsgy'Go up, you
baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!"And he turned arcamdl when he saw them, he cursed them in the nanhe d.ord.

And two she-bears came out of the woods and tete-favo of the boys.

Tokunboh (2006;pp. 445), believes that the wordGofl has power to heal and to and to destroy asident
from the incident described above, it was not clely the large mob of youths, 42 in number stattedhout insults to
Elisha. There must have been some reason for sabbckingly disrespectful behaviour in a culturattfespected elders.
Tokunboh observes that curses do not usually téfketeexcept where they are deserved. This curs& spring in part
from prophesies of judgment spoken against Jerobddmab and other kings because of their ungodigsli The Lord
was bringing disaster on the lives of those livinghe land including these youth who were maulgdéars. (Adeyemo
2006, PP 445). Students like those youths req@ildical strategies to shape their character anddaiy in order to shun

evil (lawlessness)

In 1 Samuel 2:12-17 "Now the sons of Eli were wigdk men; they had no regard for the Lord. Theocnsif
the priests which with the people was that whenraan offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant watdche, while the meat
was boiling ,with a three-pronged fork in his haadd he would thrust it into the pan, or kettlecauldron, or pot; all that
the fork brought up the priest would take for hithsgo they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites wéame there. Moreover,
before the fat was burned, the priest's servantldvaame and say to the man who was sacrificingyéGneat for the
priest to roast; for he will not accept boiled mieatn you, but raw."And if the man said to him,t"them burn the fat first,
and than take as much as you wish, "he should'sayyou must give it now; and if not, | will takeby force."Thus the

sin of the young men was very great in the sighhefLord; for the men treated the offering of tioed with contempt.

According to Adeyemo (2006 PP. 332) Eli's son Hdpdamd Phinehas came from a privileged background, b
they squandered their opportunities. The chiefardsr their wicked lifestyle is that they had regard for the Lord. They
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new about him and new the duties and routine ofté¢haple, and the dates and the seasons for thangffand annual
feasts. They even know the requirements of thedamcerning each kind of offering, but they did kabw the Lord.
Their knowledge to him was all head knowledge redrhknowledge. They knew catechism and could affereotyped
prayers, but had no personal encounter with Gods€guently they treated his offerings with conte(@ateyemo 2006:
pp. 332)

Students may have knowledge of God through learhimigheart knowledge is got through involvement in
Biblical activities which will give them heart kndedge of God and after internalizing it their ctaes is affected

positively hence minimizing lawlessness in schools.

In Numbers 12:7-11 "Not so with my servant Mosesjshentrusted with all my house with him | speabkuth to
mouth, clearly, and not in dark speech; and he ldsttbe form of the Lord. Why then were you notédrto speak against
my servant Moses?"And the anger of the Lord wasl&th against them, and he departed; and when ¢l cemoved
from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous. Akaron said to Moses, "Oh my Lord, do not punistbasause we

have done foolish and have sinned”.

Aaron the high priest and his sister Miriam the ptretess complained about Moses marriage to a @ushit
(African) woman. It seems that they were usingaistaargument to conceal the real issue seemsvio Igen jealously of
Moses supreme role as a channel of God’s revelaoimdicated by their complaint "Has the Lord sgoknly through

Moses? Hasn't he also spoken through us?"

The reason why God punished Miriam may be thathsiteinstigated the complaint, or that it would haxeated
great difficulty for the worship in the tent of niewg if Aaron the priest had been rendered unclealeprosy. (Tokunboh
A., 2008; PG 185).God blesses people with gifts pumtishes them because of their lawlessness. Studmjuire to fear

the Lord in order to avoid lawlessness.

In Joshua 7:1 The Lord’'s command to Israelitestadgtke from Jericho anything that was to be dgsttovas
not obeyed. A man named Achan disobeyed that oh#estole some things meant to be destroyed, hedtat and put
them in his things. God was furious with the Isitasland made Israelites not to stand against #r@mies. This made

many Israelites to be killed by their enemy, theockites.

According to Adeyemo, (2008 pg 274) Israel actethitimfully and disobeyed Joshua’s command not techo
any of Jericho’s loot. However, not all Israel coitted this sin. It was only one of them, Achan, séiCarmi. Because of
what he had done, the Lords anger burned agairestlISThus, although only one man sinned, all Isnaes held liable.

Achan’s sin forms the back drop to Joshua’'s attampapture Ai. (Adeyemo, 2008 pg 274).

Stealing and talking lies are indicators of lamtesss as a result of ignorance of the God’s comm@ndients

therefore require a lot of Biblical teachings amdqtice of Christian values in order to minimize/llassness.

In Numbers 16:1-31 Korah son of Izlar (a Levite)svi@ined by three other members of the tribe oftiReuthat is
Dathan, Abiram and On son of Peleth. They rebelgainst Moses telling that he had gone too farthatall members of
the community belonged to the Lord and that Lorébisall of them. They asked Moses why then he khsat himself

above the Lord community.

Adeyemo (2008 pg 189)states that rebellion alwalst epunishment and that is what happened , God
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dramatically imposed his judgment and Korah , Dataad Abiram with all their families and possessiewallowed by
the earth which opened beneath their feet. Adeyeombtinues to say that when the environment is pedlor destroyed,
both the offenders and non-offenders suffer. Sityilahose self-centered habits may drink exce$gigad expose their
families to poverty and devastation or on one pegsgin may result to HIV/AIDS being spread to inelmicspouses and

children.

In Genesis chapters 1-2 God created human beingsiown image and likeness. He created them made a
female blessed them and told them to have mangrehilso that their descendants will live allover ¢arth and subdue it

and have dominion over fish, birds and all the wifdmals.

God commanded them not to eat the fruit from tke tat the centre of the garden of Eden but thejdamat all
the others. Instead of adhering to the instructitmey disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit. aAsesult God
pronounced judgment to each one of them includigsnake and finally banished them from the gaafeiden. The
creator God is not only a loving God of grace Haba Holy God of justice. He gave the law, humaimgs disobeyed

,God punished them and after they repented Godressthem once more.(Mensah 2008).

Israelites disobeyed God when they made covenahttive people of Bokim against Gods command and God
declared not to drive out the inhabitants of Bokind declared that they will be thorns to the Isteekide. (Judges 2:2-3)
Israelites disobedience to Gods’ command was aicatat of rebellion which resulted to lawlessneswever
Theologians interpret that the law needs to beld@dand updated to make sure that it is fair. Sonest people protest
against unfair law. This may mean breaking the(oidair) law to put pressure on the law maker tange it. (Geldart A.,
1999. Pg 132)

The researcher intends to establish whether théicapipn of Biblical strategies would have any impan

minimizing lawlessness among students in high sshoo

According to Richard Wills (2009) it was unthinkalthat individuals in the image of God would notrxse

their God given faculty of reason to contemplaterdmlity of God (Richard Will, 2009 page 72)

Richard argues that humanity created by God posdetb® capacity to co-operate with God by living the
mandate of their moral conscience, such that tegaléo choose that which is socially good canalbtibe translated into
the deed itself. (Richard, 2009, page 113)

In 1 Kings 13: 26, a man of God was sent by God to &eth meet king Jeroboam. He had the instructia th
while in his mission; he should not eat or drinkthing in that place. When he left Bethel an oldgiret of God lied to
him that an angel of God had told the prophet tavgh the man of God to his place so that he caatiand drink. The
man of God agreed and ate and drunk with the odghhmt. This amounted to disobeying Gods commandtlaadld
prophet revealed to him his disobedience to Goé. @unishment from God was that he would be killgédtion and will
not be buried in his ancestral land. It was donsoBedience is an indicator of lawlessness becamstead of one

adhering to laid down instructions, he/she dectdésstruct himself otherwise, students are noepkonal.

The Bible also talks about laws of holiness andigas God gave Moses instructions to Israelitesceamng

holiness and justice (Leviticus 19:1-35).He alseegpenalties for lawlessness. (Leviticus 20:1-27)
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Background of the Study

Acts of lawlessness among the students have beapssed globally. The study conducted in USA byfieun
(2000) reported that in 1995 and 1997 about 32

percent of all students in grades 9 to 12 repdiiattsomeone had offered, sold or given them illdgags within
the school premises. Students at these schools3aéres more likely to smoke, drink or be on drtlgen students whose
schools are located in the outskirts of town centler Zambia acts of lawlessness include truaneyg dnd alcohol abuse,
promiscuity, dodging class, riots, smoking, vargtali fighting, reporting late for class and insugfito mention a few.
These acts have been leaving a trail of destrudtiading to great losses of property, loss of tifnes of hope, loss of
school fees, suffering of innocent students, temched other victims of acts of lawlessness. Fealsio created in schools

and the entire society Musaa, (1992).

In Kiharu, the acts of lawlessness among the stsdarsecondary schools have of recent become arsagietal
problem. The problem is manifest in the nature withich students in schools boycott classes and genga acts of
lawlessness like beating up teachers, viciouslyatang property including burning up of buildingsiusing loss of life,

immorality like lesbianism and gayest (Finder ,2009

School strikes have lead to some students dropmingf school and loosing their career in life. d&nts also
engage into the misuse of drugs like alcohol, chisnderoin, among other drugs Chisele, (1996). &ffects of sinful and
lawlessness acts are felt in the following cont®drents take their children to school for one nmirpose, to study, do
examinations and pass well, proceed to universdyplete and get employment and therefore becotfieeiance. It is
due to this reason that they commit their finaniwethe last penny to ensure that their dreams cooge Instead their
resources are wasted as a result of damages, isndahnd even mourn due to loss of lives as seést.ifizito High

School in Central Region.

Teachers are demoralized after putting devotedteifiotheir work while students who could otherwlsecome
good Kenyan citizens are lost after becoming hagsedend loosing their career in life. Examinatiorf@renance is affected
in schools with students unrest and have been riotedntinuously been registering a drop in stasislaue to the loss of
most of their precious time. The author has betraeher for over 25years both in primary and seagnsichools and has
been analyzing and following exam results from jaiynto secondary schools. He further compares amtrasts the

results of schools which are stable with those wittand off unrest, and the outcome is obvious.

In recent past millions worth of property has beamaged by rioting students, lives have been losting and
hijacking of PSV vehicles have been witnessed. &lae just but a few, but the giant question is wigse children
engage into the acts of lawlessness even afteg Ipdiced on the able hands of trained, qualifiedi @perienced teachers.
The fact is that children are supposed to obey thaients so that they can live long life here artte(Moses, Exodus
20:12).

Statement of the Problem

In recent past High School students in Kiharu Dons in Murang'a County have been engaging theneseirto
acts of lawlessness and the following are soméhefitdicators; drug and substance abuse, sexuakeistrikes and
strike related lawlessness which has resulteddpping out of school, loss of time, destructiorpadperty, loss of lives,

looting, loss of school fees, loss of hope, amahgrs. Biblical strategies are actually the solutio this challenge.
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Purpose of Study

The purpose of this survey was to establish theagnpf biblical strategies in minimizing lawlesssesnong the
students in secondary schools. The stakeholdets authe school administration, teachers, Pareathies Association
(PTA), Board of Governors (BOG), the Sponsors dm&lNinistry may apply biblical strategies to minimilawlessness

among students in high schools
Key Questions which guided the Study were:
e What are the key indicators of lawlessness comalitestudents in high schools in Kiharu?

e What types of biblical activities and programmes tfee school administration put in place for thelents’ moral

concepts and spiritual development in Kiharu?
e How are students involved in schools’ biblical magmes?
* What is the effect of biblical strategies in minzmnig lawlessness among high school students inriha
Assumption of the Study

The researcher assumed that biblical strategiel agcpastoral care, participation in religious \ati¢is and
programmes, adequate sponsor’s involvement in stuaf@airs in the school and many others enhandésdpline among

high school students in Kiharu, Murang’a County.
Significance of the Study

The survey will provide information on the importanof application of biblical strategies like rédigs activities,
programmes and associations in schools for studaotsl concepts and spiritual development withaém of minimizing

lawlessness among students.

The study will be useful to school administratagdigious leaders, C.R.E teachers, and sponsdtséssuggest
biblical strategies to minimize lawlessness. Thelgtwill also benefit the parents who will see thmportance of shaping

child’s discipline right from birth. Student willso be able to concentrate on their studies anidmewvell.

Scholars and future researchers in this area Vgitl benefit from the study findings because it &ild to their

knowledge bank the main causes of lawlessness astodgnts.
Limitations and Delimitations of the Study

The researcher limited himself to few selected sdaoy schools, the deputy principals who are inrghaof
discipline and teachers. This was due to finaraialstraints, location, and time, available for thgearch which were the
potential weaknesses in the survey and are ougsdarcher’s control (Marilyn, 2011).Tight schedul®slving some

participants also limited the researcher in achigthe desired results.

The delimitations are those characteristics thaitlithe scope and define the boundaries of theareber’'s
study(Marilyn, 2011).The researcher only focusedken stakeholders mentioned above as participahts way be the
key custodians of the history of facts behind cawsfeacts of lawlessness among the students irokcho addition, the
survey concentrated on selected public secondéigoss hence private secondary schools were |¢ftioe to the fact that

they are not affected much by the issues in quastio
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Theoretical Framework

The study was based on theoretical models in Phenology of Religion, specifically Gerhard Lenskik963),
and Charles Glock’s (1959).

Two models have been studied by Lenski, the "aatiooal" and "communal" involvement. Associational
involvement refers to frequency of attendance afrath services and participation in the workingstiod institution.
Communal involvement is a measure of how many efodose friends and relatives were members ofdhee religious

group.

According to Lenski the two indices were not higblyrrelated and that they tended to have diffeirghiences
on church members. In fact, communal involvemerg svanore important influence than was associatiowalvement in

affecting everyday behaviour and attitudes.

Together with the above mentioned theories, Lealdo studied the difference between doctrinal atthxy and
devotionalism as modes of religiosity. Doctrinathmdoxy refers to agreement with the central belidt forth by that
denomination. Devotionalism refers to a sense afgm®al contact with God. He measured this by askibgut the
frequency of prayer and by inquiring whether thetipgpants sought to determine God's will when timegde important

decisions. At school level all leaders should bel @&@aring when making decision.

Lenski found that orthodoxy and devotionalism vdriedependently and that they influenced peoplfeihtly

in economic and political attitudes and in othemas of everyday living (Lenski 1963).

The most elaborate and influential multidimensioaablysis is that developed by Charles Glock (19583
original formulation included four dimensions, bioe and Rodney Stark later published several revismdions,
eventually specifying as many as eight dimensidd®dk and Stark 1965; Stark and Glock 1968). Theyght to
operationalize and assess experiential, ritualigéwotional, belief, knowledge, consequentialditical), communal, and

particularistic dimensions.

The experiential dimension refers to a feeling afihg communed with God, an experience one believbsve
been a revelation from God, or a powerful expemeti@t convinces one of his or her salvation. forepf some sort of
personal experience one considers to be of divilggnoor of supernatural dimension is an aspeatbfiosity, but it may
or may not be correlated with other dimensions. fitualistic dimension involves frequency of paigiEtion in corporate
worship services. The devotional aspect involvéhfiainess in private devotions and regularity ifvate prayer. The
belief dimension refers to the degree to whichpgbeson agrees with the beliefs of the group. Thithé same as Lenski's
criterion of doctrinal orthodoxy, although Glockdatark have used somewhat different questionsdasuore it. The
knowledge dimension has to do with the extent teckvimembers even know what the beliefs and doctraigheir group
are. Several researchers have found that manyItihuembers are quite ignorant of the content of ttedigious scripture
and of their church's official doctrines. Glock &i@rk insist that people sometimes believe inrilues which they do not
understand. (For example, a substantial percerdfigigose who claimed to believe in the Ten Commaams did not
know what they were. One wonders how central sutihetef' could possibly be to one's life). Couhig be the same
with high school students? The consequential dimensas to do with the extent to which explicitigligious
commitments and behaviors affect attitudes andweh# everyday life. The communal aspect refershie number of

one's friends that are of the same denomination.
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Table 1.Shows the Independent and Dependent Variadgin the Study
Conceptual Framework

Independent variables Dependent Variable

Absence of Religious
Moral concept development challenges.

associations ;
Spiritual nourishment deficiency. Taking law into their hands.
Unsatisfactory and pooraddress - .
Y p ‘Disobedience
to students challenges.
Students non involvement in Drug abuse e.g. cheap alcohol, cannabis
religious activities e.g. sativa etc.
gellowshlps. dents” E’Sexualmisuse e.g. pre-marital sex.
oorresponses to students” issues ~ T lesbianism, gayest, homosexuality etc.
by the teachers.
Peer pressure among the students. Destruction of property.
Lack of role models. éFighting
Lack of Christian Values éCommitt'mg murder.

Organizing strikes.

Source: Researcher.

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction

The primary purpose for a literature review wapttovide the background and the context research problem
and provide further insight from other studies that closely related to the topic under researchefikel,1990). It als
provided a framework for establishing the importaid a study as well as a benchmark for compaitiegrésult o my

study with other findings.

Finally the literature helped to relate the topier the study to the larger, ongoing dialoguehim literature

filling in gaps and extending prior studies (MalshE989)
Critical Review of Theories and Gaps in the Tleories

Lenski (1963) studied the differences between '@asional” and "communal" involvement. Associatib
involvement refers to frequency of attendance atrath services and participation in the workingstiod institution.
Communal involvement is measure of how many of one's close friends antivetawere members of the same religi
group. Lenski found that these two indices werehighly correlated and that they tended to havieifit influences o
church members. In fact, communal inviment was a more important influence than was aagonal involvement ir
affecting everyday behaviour and attitudes. Asgimial involvement is one of my variables in corttegh framework a:

independent. Lenski is quiet on dependent varie

A gap isseen here because Lenski did not address the is§wethocardia and even orthopraxy which in

topic are expected strategies to minimize actawfdssness among high school students in Kiharisioiv

According to the findings of this study, highrcentage of the participants strongly agreed thidichl strategie:
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are the solution to schools problems of lawlessn€ksse strategies transform students to becomeaste of God'’s

creation and be accountable and responsible farabgons.

Lenski also studied the difference between dodtrovéhodoxy and devotionalism as modes of religiosi
Doctrinal orthodoxy refers to agreement with thatca beliefs set forth by that denomination. Démoalism refers to a
sense of personal contact with God. He measuredihasking about the frequency of prayer and guiimg whether the
participants sought to determine God's will whesytimade important decisions. At school level abdiers should be God

fearing when making decision.

Lenski found that orthodoxy and devotionalism vdriedependently and that they influenced peoplfeihtly

in economic and political attitudes and in othemas of everyday living (Lenski 1963).

The most elaborate and influential multidimensioaablysis is that developed by Charles Glock (19583
original formulation included four dimensions, bieé and Rodney Stark later published several revismdions,
eventually specifying as many as eight dimensidd®dk and Stark 1965; Stark and Glock 1968). Theyght to
operationalize and assess experiential, ritualigéwotional, belief, knowledge, consequentialditical), communal, and

particularistic dimensions.

The Experiential dimension refers to a feeling afihng communed with God, an experience one believbave
been a revelation from God, or a powerful expemeti@t convinces one of his or her salvation. forepf some sort of
personal experience one considers to be of diviiggnoor of supernatural dimension is an aspeatbfiosity, but it may
or may not be correlated with other dimensions. fitualistic dimension involves frequency of paigition in corporate
worship services. The devotional aspect involvéshfiainess in private devotions and regularity ifvate prayer. The
belief dimension refers to the degree to whichpgleson agrees with the beliefs of the group. Thithé same as Lenski's
criterion of doctrinal orthodoxy, although Glockdastark have used somewhat different questionsdasuore it. The
knowledge dimension has to do with the extent teckvimembers even know what the beliefs and docraigheir group
are. Several researchers have found that manyItiuembers are quite ignorant of the content of ttedigious scripture
and of their church's official doctrines. Glock &i@rk insist that people sometimes believe inrilues which they do not
understand. (For example, a substantial percerdfigigose who claimed to believe in the Ten Commaamis did not
know what they were. One wonders how central suchedief' could possibly be to one's life.) The sequential
dimension has to do with the extent to which exthicreligious commitments and behaviours affeditades and

behaviour in everyday life. The communal aspearsefo the number of one's friends that are of#tmee denomination.

Glock has not shed some light on, how those pewaple sometimes believe in doctrines which they db no

understand, will come to understand.

In Nigerian schools, according to Okosun (2010)léasness acts by high school students were om¢hease
and had become a source of worry for teachersntmrechool authorities, and society at large. Aftwlessness had
rendered schools unsafe for normal academic prese3$iese included such acts as; hooliganism,sgisot for school

authority, truancy, and drunkenness. These hawef@ddured in this research.

In Nigeria, acts of lawlessness among students blareed on the abuse of drugs (Fanfuwa, 1971). idgsalso
been confirmed in Zimbabwe. The Presidential Comimisof Inquiry set up in 1998 showed that disnptdehaviour in

Zimbabwean schools was caused by drug abuse bgrgtu(Daily Nation, July 2000) cited by(Ngesu, 2088hile illegal
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consumption or sale of drugs and alcohol among bajtool students may not, in itself, be violenthsbehaviour often
led to unlawful acts. This was because students atwased drugs exhibited the following; aggressiedalwiour,
depression, anxiety or irritability, memory loss/ep excitement, secretiveness and were less sefidemt. These
behaviours were all pre-requisite to delinquentavabur (Ngesu, 2008). All this has been noted bgted the participants

in the research findings

Ngesu et. al. (2008) surveyed 150 students in Keayd 80 percent of the students argued that alaehe the
most frequently abused drug followed by tobaccoahsee it was sold legally compared to most druge media was
another reason students consumed alcohol as nudtohlcommercials had attractive scenes with petmuking very
happy hence students wanted to experiment. Thesatemgments that mostly targeted men tended torgyothat it was
masculine to drink alcohol. Alcohol was easily admliss there were no drastic side effects on pdrbeith if consumed
moderately. It was also reported that alcohol wasemacceptable in society compared to other drtigs.study further
revealed that it was easier to sneak alcohol imacthan other drugs, as students easily mixedhalcwith juice in the
drinking bottles. Moreover, in most schools in Kanthere was a wide variety of drugs and pupilssatuwlrugs because
they were readily available and easy to access, gbbools in town centers were best known as deang (Chisele, 1996;
Merton and Nisbert, 1971).

Pudo (1998) stated that parental influence wasyether reason pupils were involved in drug andratabuse.
Students from homes where parents took drugs tetwl@ditate the behaviour of their parents by tgkilhegal drugs.
Students learnt from what they saw by imitatingdbts of parents and other people in the commuHibyvever, the main
reason for drug abuse was peer pressure as stwd@nitsd to have a sense of belonging or to be s@ea powerful than
their peers. Peer group pressure represent theestde determine expectations of the peer grougshad an important
bearing on whether or not a students would try ddpece producing drugs. Moreover it was the friemadd peers that

were likely to be a source of information for duggers and about the availability of drugs (Nge€033.
Critical Review of Empirical Studies and Gaps in Reearch

Though Lenski theory of association seemed to ahdedpaviour of people, there is no proof in orthagrand as
the bible says “Not all who call My God My God wilb to heaven.” There are other factors to bepplace to keep the
fire burning such as real practice of what onedragaged in. No theory yet accounts for how indigldulevelop different
belief systems about ways the world works. Somégpublic expressions (going to church), whileesthdo not. Glock’s
argument that people sometimes believe in doctnvigish they do not understand contradicts the niedause people
may be having full knowledge and understandingthetwill to go by this doctrines is lost. In my gey | sought from the
research participants whether students get logaédrof knowledge or engage into lawlessness tsxatiother factors as
indicated in the variables.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Introduction

This chapter contains the research methods, proegdiechniques, processes, strategies and planaéhe used
in the implementation of the research project. SagmMatrix is also indicated using a table, and ttescription of the

research instruments. Procedures of data anakgselso explained clearly and lastly ethical comsitions.

Impact Factor (JCC): 1.1947- This article can be danloaded fromwww.bestjournals.in




98 Simon Nderitu & Munene George Mukigi

Research Design

The research design that was used in this studyandsscriptive survey. Descriptive survey is a métf
collecting information by interviewing and/or adrsitering a questionnaire to a sample of individukilsan be used when
collecting information about people’s attitudesjnipns, habits or any educational or social isqiesmbo, 2002), cited
by Tromp (2006). The nature of this study requitked use of interviews and questionnaires in ordeedtablish the
relationship between application of Biblical stgits in school issues and high school students afctawlessness, as

well as to obtain the participants’ perception lo@ topic under study.

Orodho (2005) states that descriptive survey rebedesigns are used in preliminary exploratoryissitb allow

researchers to gather information, summarize ptesehinterpret for the purpose of clarification.
Target Population

The target population comprise of deputy princigald teachers who were in direct contact with sitsl&iharu
division has 30 public secondary schools and tbeee30 Deputy Principals and study will be 30 dggartd 245 teachers
giving a total population for the study as 275 sub§. The population of the schools was divided Bitata as follows;
Girls’ boarding secondary school, Boarding secopdahool, and Mixed day secondary school. Simpheloan sampling

was then applied to select the schools that wetaded in the study from each stratum

The population of the teachers from the selectbdas constituted a total of 72 from which a sangfl®0 participants

was chosen using both stratified sampling and smgoshdom sampling.
Description of Research Instruments

Data was collected using questionnaires, intengevdes, and document analysis and analyzed usatigtital

package for the social sciences (SPSS Versionrglljlescriptive narratives.

The researcher used semi-structured interview gfdddeachers. These instruments contained questioat
provided for quantitative responses and also askextions from qualitative data. The use of diffiérdata collection
procedures provided part of the basis for triantipedefined by Best and Kahn (2009:271) as” thecpss by which data
are verified by agreement with other data obtaifresn other sources, or different procedures oflecting the
data.”Questionnaires were used as they facilititesollection of data from a large sample and @weegions and there

iS no opportunity for interviewer to be bias, Korrdowd Tromp (2006).

The first part of the questionnaire comprised ddsjions that covered the background informatiothefresearch
participant. These include the name of school, gendge, level. The last two questions establighedbasis of the
relationship between students’ involvement in fielig activities in the school and involvement itsaaf lawlessness. The
second part of the questionnaire consists of 1lfeémsents to establish pupils’ perceptions on thatimiship between
students’ involvement in religious activities irethchool and involvement in acts of lawlessneses@&lstatements use a 4
point Likert scale. The last part consisted of wyen- ended questions, one on whether or not dsidemgagement in
religious activities do actually minimize acts afllessness in the school, and reason for the regpand the second one
asked the participants what other biblical straeghey thought would help minimize indisciplinetireir school. Hence

the questionnaire generated quantitative and atiaktinformation on the four objectives.

Semi-structured interview guides were used to cblilata from teachers. They contained both operetiachd
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closed-ended questions, enabling the researchgetta complete and detailed understanding of theeisinder research
(Kombo and Tromp, 2006). The interview guide camedi questions on participant’s background inforamatthe types of
acts of lawlessness and biblical strategies foartdé schools, their causes, level of studentsavhanostly undisciplined,
perceptions of teachers on the relationship betwaatents’ involvement in religious activities hetschool and discipline

and biblical strategies that are put in place toimize the acts of lawlessness among the students.

Questionnaires present an even stimulus potentiallarge numbers of people simultaneously and ideothe
investigation with an easy accumulation of dataeionnaires also give participants freedom to esgitheir views or

opinion and also to make suggestions.

Sample Size and Sampling Procedures

The selection procedures used were both stratffadpling and simple random sampling. Stratified Harg
ensures that all sub-groups of the population epeesented while simple random sampling gives egksment an equal

and independent chance of being selected (Oroditih)2

The population of the schools was divided intotatras follows; Girls’ boarding secondary schoolagiing
secondary school, and Mixed day secondary schamipl& random sampling was then applied to seleststthools that
were included in the study from each stratum. Tdtesl selected from each stratum were then putthegdo form the

complete sample of the schools for the purposhisfstudy.

Gay, (1992) recommends that when the target papuolég small (less than 1000 members), a minimumpsa
of 20% is adequate for education research. From rA@mbers of the target population, the researchgpoptionate
sampling to select 55 participants. This forms 20%the target population which is in line with Gay$992)

recommendations.

The population of the teachers from the selectdwbas constituted a total of 72 from which a sampie0
participants was chosen using both stratified samphnd simple random sampling. With regards to stratified
sampling, the population of teachers in a givernsthwere attached to some proportional allocatisimg a sampling
fraction of 50/72=0.694 so that the school contidouto the total sample was proportional to itpylation size.

SAMPLING MATRIX

Table: 3.4 Present the Sampling Matrix

Type of School No. of Schools No. of Teachers No. of No. of
D/Principals Participants
Girls boarding 1 10 1 11
Boys boarding 1 10 1 11
Mixed day 3 30 3 33
Total 5 50 5 55

Validity and Reliability
Reliability
Reliability is the measure to which a researchrimaent yields consistent results after repeatedst{iMugenda,

2003). To achieve reliability the researcher ergtiat the responses are consistent across variable
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3.5.2 Validity. Validity, according to Borg and [G€L999) is the degree to which a test measurest Wipurports
to measure. All assessments of validity are suibbgdpinions based on the judgments of the reseai@iiersma, 1995).
The research supervisors were consulted and thggestions were effected and recorded. Modificatibitems were
done where necessary. According to Borg and GaBg}) content validity of an instrument is improvédough expert

judgment.
Data Analysis Procedures

After all data was collected, the researcher cotetldata cleaning, which involved identificationio€omplete
or inaccurate responses, which was then correotedgrove the quality of the responses. Cross &dlmul was conducted
to determine biblical strategies and students obarfidgoehaviour. This research yielded both qualiht and quantitative
data. Qualitative data was analyzed qualitativeding content analysis based on analysis of mearandsimplications
emanating from participants information and docuredrdata. As observed by Gray (2004) qualitativia gaovides rich
descriptions and explanations that demonstratetitenological flow of events as well as often leagdio chance findings.
On the other hand, quantitative data was analyzdguSimple descriptive statistics facilitated bPSS to obtain
frequency counts and percentages. The resultstafaglysis was presented using frequency distoibtiables, bar graph

and pie charts.

Ethical Considerations

Ethical Considerations Related to Research

The researcher sought the first authority to cohthe research from Mount Kenya University, SchofoSocial
Sciences, Department of Humanities, the secondaétyttirom the National Council of Science and Tealogy, and the

third authority from the County Director of Eduaatiin Murang’a County (The Kenya Constitution, 210
Ethical Considerations Concerning the Participants

The researcher put into considerations, the folgwsix basic principles of ethical practice invalyithe
participants: Informed Consent, No Pressure onvilddals to Participate, Respect Individual Autongryoid Causing
Harm, Maintain Anonymity and Confidentiality, Talarticular Care in Research with Vulnerable Gro(Riaxteret
al.,2001).

Ethical Considerations Concerning Research Process

All information obtained from the public sourcesveabeen and was acknowledged in accordance with the
Copyright Law and the guidelines from American P®jogical Association (APA) Manual(2010). (Griny&r2002).

PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS
INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the data collected from selectmbsdary schools, deputy principals and teacheesenvéinalyzed
and presented. The general objective of the sumeey to establish biblical strategies in minimiziagvlessness among

high school students.

The first section of the chapter presents the deaptic data of the survey participants. Section pwesents data

on the key indicators of lawlessness among higloacstudents. Section three covers data on théchitdctivities and
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programmes the school administration has put ioepfar students, moral concepts and spiritual agraknt. Section
four presents data on the extent to which studamsnvolved in school religious programmes andviiets. Section five

presents data on the impact of biblical stratemiesinimizing lawlessness among high school stuslent
PRESENTATION OF THE FINDINGS

Data obtained from the questionnaires and the\iiger schedule where mainly analyzed by using fregies

and percentages. The presentation of the data assilon the following research question:
What is the impact of biblical strategies in mirnzing lawlessness among high school students inrtha
PART A: DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION OF THE PARTICIPANTS

The survey sought demographic data of the partit§pancluding gender, category of schools and work
experience. The survey was conducted among 5 depingipals and 50 teachers in Murang’a East Distiurang’a

County.

There were more male deputy principals than fendajeuty principals who participated in the surveyalé
deputy principals represented 60% of the total remd§ deputy principals who participated while féesarepresented

40%. There were more male teachers participantsfdraale participants.

Males were 33 which is 66% and female 27 which4%5f the teachers who participated as seen inathie

below.

Table 4.1.1 Participation by gender

Gender D/Principals Percentage Teachers Percentage
Male 3 60 33 66
Female 2 40 27 54
TOTAL 5 100 50 100

From the above presentation 60% of the deputy Patewho participated in the interview were maleilesthe

remaining 40% were female.
66% of the teachers were male while 54% of thehemcwho participated were female.

Table 4.1.2 Teachers Teaching Experience in the Ciemt School

Range of Years Number pf Percentage Number of Percentage
Teachers Deputy
Principals
0-2 17 34 2 40
3-5 8 16 2 40
6-10 13 26 1 20
Above 10 12 24 0 0
TOTAL 50 100 5) 100

Table 4.1.2 above shows that majority of teachabtAught in their current schools for a perio® gfears and
below that is 17 teachers which is 34% of participad 2 teachers have an experience of more thgedm in the current
schools which is 24% of the participants.13 teaglhave taught in the current schools for a perfoétb0 years forming

26% of the participants. 8 teachers have beeneim turrent school for a period between 3-5 years this form 16% of
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the participants.

Two deputy principals have been in their curreritost for two years and below which is 40% of theuly

principals who participated.

Two deputy principals have been in their currerttosts for a period between 3-5 years which is dgual

40%.0ne deputy principal has been in his curreémbaicfor a period between 6-10 years which is 20%.

Table 4.1.3 Category of Schools and Number of Pacipants Munene George Mukigi

Category of the Number of Schools| Number of Participants Percentage
Schools

Girls boarding 1 11 20
Boys boarding 1 11 20
Mixed day 3 33 60
Total 5 55 100

Table 4.1.3 above indicates that 3 mixed day schit@re were 33 participants which is 60% of thal toumber

of the participants.
One girl's ands one boy’s boarding schools had dagbarticipants which is 20% of the total partésis each.

The table below shows the participants opinion eomicg the biblical programmes/activities in redatito

minimizing lawlessness in schools.

Table 4.1.4

Biblical Programmes and Activities SA A D SD

No. | % No. % No. % No. %
Students involvement in biblical
activities and associations like 35 | 64%| 19 NIL NIL
CU,CA 35%
Students attendance to Christians 17 | 31% | 29 53% 6 11% 1 2%
rallies
Pastoral 14 | 25% | 35 64% 4 7% 2 4%
programmes/instructions(PP1)
Inter-schools fellowship 8 | 15% | 40 73% 5 9% NIL
Invitation of Guest preachers 32 | 58% | 21 38% 1 2% NIL
Students involvement in biblical 23 | 42% | 25 45% 5 9% 1 2%
study programmes

Key:SA: strongly agree A : Agree D :DisagreeSD : Strongly disagree
The Effect of Biblical Programmes and Activities inMinimizing Acts of Lawlessness in Schools
The survey conducted clearly gave the opinion efgarticipants as seen in table 4.2.4

Their opinion was rated as; SA(strongly agree),AéayD(disagree) and SD(strongly disagree).theiopiwas
distributed along seven biblical programmes andvbeh 12% and 64% of the participants indicatecbriglly Agree and
Agree respectively while only between 0% to 11%idattd Strongly Disagree and Disagree respectivetys clearly

shows how biblical programmes in school can belatisa to schools cases of lawlessness.
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DISCUSSIONS ON THE FINDINGS

The Types of Biblical Programmes and Activities irSchools

The researcher’s findings on the above surveyas fisur major biblical activities are there in mashools in
Kiharu. These are the Christian Union (CU) and GlthAction (CA) which are both carrying 95% of allher activities.
Invitation of guest preachers comes second with 6@isdly is Christian Rallies with 54% and margievening prayers
which carries 51%.0ther activities are very minintalKiharu schools like Bible study/clubs been 22@4ristians
Fellowship 15%, Pastoral programmes instructiong(RP% and Mass/Services having only 9%.This ccudda clear
indication that students have spiritual developnoamicepts deficiency and this could also be theaeavhy many acts of

lawlessness have been observed in this survey.

Participants’ responses concerning the involveneérstudents in the formation of the school biblieativities,
the participants indicated in their responses thaist school involve students in the formation oblibal

activities/association 96% were for yes while nswary minimal that is 2%.

The researcher also wanted to know whether allestisdin the school are members of the biblicalviiets
indicated and the responses were 55% of the pgaatits who said yes while 40% said no with only 6%0were not
aware. This indicated that almost half of the shtslan the schools in Kiharu are not members orndb involve

themselves in the biblical activities they are iweal to form. This could be a problem of follow up.

Lenski (1963)’'associational’ theory here was nadesled that is frequency of attendance at churohices and

participation in the workings of the institutions.

Glock and Stark (1965) also recommends involveréfitequency participation in corporate worshipviegs in

his ritualistic religious dimensions.

These frequency involvements will develop orthograshich automatically develop students’ orthocangtach

Lenski did not address.

The outcome of students’ non-involvement in scHuiblical activities has come out clearly in the tg@pants’
responses when asked whether the students whooteé as participants in biblical activities do afeature in acts of
lawlessness activities, 86% said they do not whiley 13% said that they may take part in acts efidasness. This
indicates that biblical activities play great rafeminimizing acts of lawlessness in schools. Thag® participated in
lawlessness are described by participants as hanindeveloped spiritual and moral concepts whiehirdicated in table
4.1.4

Interpretations of Findings of the Study

The Effect of Biblical Programmes and Activities inMinimizing Acts of Lawlessness in Schools
The survey conducted clearly gave the opinion efgérticipants as seen in table 4.2.4

Their opinion was rated as; SA(strongly agree),AdaeyD(disagree) and SD(strongly disagree).theiopiwas
distributed along seven biblical programmes anaveeh 12% and 64% of the participants indicatedrfgfily Agree and
Agree respectively while only between 0% to 11%idated Strongly Disagree and Disagree respectivitys clearly

shows how biblical programmes in school can beatiso to schools cases of lawlessness.
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Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations

Introduction

This chapter contains summary, conclusion and resamdations based on the research findings. Iniaddit

areas for further research are also suggestedsichhpter.

The main purpose was to conduct a survey of bibBtategies in minimizing lawlessness among sttslen

selected secondary schools in Kiharu Division inrdfhg’'a County.
The Impact of Biblical Strategies in Minimizing Lawlessness in High Schools

From the Likert Scale findings, more than 60% af garticipants indicated that they strongly agreebiblical

strategies in minimizing lawlessness among higloststudents in Kiharu Division in Murang’a County.
CONCLUSIONS

According to the findings high percentage of thetipgants strongly agreed that biblical strategias the
solution to schools problems of lawlessness. Thsg¢egies transform students to become stewar@®dF creation and

be accountable and responsible for their actioresdfbre this proved that Biblical orthodoxy resatiothopraxy.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the research findings, the following rememdations were made;

» All stakeholders should start biblical programmes their schools such as Christian Union,Catholic
Action,Christian  Rallies,Pastoral Programmelnsiong,Christian  Fellowships,Invitation of guest
Preachers,Inter-schools Fellowships and Bible StRdggrammes.They should involve the students in
starting and forming them in order to own them.Tkbaguld strengthen them and discuss with studbsets
importance of moral concept development in theiedi The aim of this is to make them meditate on

obedience or disobedience of God'’s laws in theiipas and help them make right choices.

» Spiritual leaders in schools should be recognizitd appraisal of their work so that they can putreneffort

in schools biblical programmes and make follow-ups.

» Sensitization meetings should be held regularlytts® importance of biblical strategies in minimizing

lawlessness among students.

e School administration and teachers should be vesitige and guided by the biblical strategies when
dealing with lawlessness among students. This aguéh Lenski (1963) when he tried to measure attixy
and devotionalism by asking about the frequencgrafer and by inquiring whether the participantsgiu
to determine God's will when they made importantislens. At school level all leaders should be God

fearing when making decision.
Areas for Further Research

* A study should be carried out in various homes anous strategies used by parents in minimizingdasness at

home.

e This study covers one division, now a District lie tentire Murang’a County and there could be soemefits if
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the same research was carried out in other in Mymacounty or even covering a winder locale wittaeger

sample. This would help to do more conclusive figgi
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